Peter Mayen Homily on the Second Sunday of Advent 9" of December 2018.
Reading: Gospel of Luke 3: 1-6.

Theme: Prepare, Trust in God’s Salvation and live in peace this Advent Season:

Let us Pray:



Like the Advent Season message for hope, waiting, patient and peace with joy, this song has an emotional impact on us

all. Why? Because it appeals first to our hearts and minds as Christian people reviving our spiritual growth as one
community guided with common interest, adoring Jesus Christ our savior and caring for each otheris wellbeing as
Australian.

{We are one, but we are manyi, expresses a profound human longing and inclusiveness to live at peace and unafraid of
anyone. This song encourages us into action, for transformation and standing up against unjust actions that creates barriers
in our democratic society of Australia.

As we prepare for the Advent Season, we have the responsibility as Godis people, to be agents for change and knowing
that when we depend on Godis divine power and strength, we can collectively turn things around in the hope that God,
Emmanuel, is with us.

When we gather for the Holy Communion, the prayer book gives us two forms of the greeting of peace. 0We are the Body
of Christ6 (1 Cor 12:27). And we Respond, 0His Spirit is with uso. This Advent Season also echoes this message of our
salvation in response to the greeting of peace. 0Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross, 6to which we
response, 0We meet in His hame and share in His peace. This is an expression of our unity, oneness with God and with
each other.

The greeting of one another with open hearts and hands strengthens our fellowship and consolidates harmonious living
as one united Australia.

I think in this Season of the Advent, we will be encouraged to walk humbly embracing peace, hope and joy. So, let us give
concrete expression to our being reconciled to one another by sharing the greeting of peace between us. How we do that
purposefully is worth considering about, | think as it is always the pattern, that Clergy sharing with those in the Sanctuary
before moving to the congregation expresses the relationships exist at the heart of the community and flow over into all
members present.

It is true indeed, at the present, that many nations do not embrace peace and stability both politically, economically and
socially. In These, there is limited hope for the Advent Season to be a time of wait, preparing and watching because of a
lack of peace, no preparation for Christmas, no space for family gathering. This is the reality in places like South Sudan,
Central Africa Republic and Middle East.

But as Christians, let us not lose hope and be shaken by the waves of all human failures, but be also be encouraged and
be firm in prayer for peace and stability in those places that are severely affected by political unrest, let us pray for light to
shine in darkest places. Mother Teresa of Calcutta said: owhen you enter into the room that is dark, light your candle, and
asked your neighbors to light theirs and light will conquer darknesso.

This is our hope this Advent season, that God our loving deliverer, will shine light into our lives, our homes and our world
and transform unjust structures and tyrannical oppressive governments.

The gospel of Saint Luke reminds us of foreign dominance in the history of the Jewish community. Their participation in
the Temple of worship brings about Godis forgiveness, steadfast-loving, kindness and salvation to the peoples of Israel
and Judah was constrained by foreign rulers. They had suffered so much under the Greco-Roman Empires.

John the Baptist is proclaiming to the peoples of Israel that they are not forgotten, their salvation is coming with the Lord
God. But it is not free, they must prepare their hearts, and turn away from old cultures and rely on Godis saving grace for
deliverance.

John the Baptistis proclamation was pointing to restorative justice, the coming of God to bring the Israelites home to God.
This Advent Season, Jesus Christ, who is the Prince of peace, is coming to town. Let us receive his peace and share it with
each other.

As we prepare for the Advent Season, in waiting for the coming of the Prince of peace our Friend and Savior Jesus Christ,
lets us continue dreaming for joy and serenity in our land of Australia and the World. We do that depending on Godis
generous love, forgiveness and transformation in the name of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Peter Mayen.



